[Surgical treatment of intracardiac tumors in 25 patients].
For most intracardiac tumors, operation is the only means of therapy. In our institute, we have aggressively performed operation for intracardiac tumors regardless of histological type because resection for tumor had a beneficial effect on the hemodynamics with congestive heart failure. Twenty-five cases of cardiac tumors were operated upon from 1980 through 1998. The follow-up period ranged from 2 months to 19 years. The histological diagnoses of the tumors were as follows: benign tumors 24 (myxoma 21, papillary fibroelastoma 1, fibroma 1, angiomyolipoma 1) and malignant tumor (angiosarcoma 1). There was one hospital death in this series. In the New York Heart Association classification, the cardiac performances of intracardiac benign tumors after operation were Class I or II. The results of surgical treatment of intracardiac benign tumors were satisfactory both in short-term and in long-term. On the other hand the long term result of malignant tumor was extremely poor. A patient with angiosarcoma died 8 months later due to bone metastasis.